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DETAILED ACTION 

1. The following is an initial Office Action upon examination of the above- 
identified application on the merits. Claims 1-4 are pending in this application. 

Priority 

2. Applicant's claim for the benefit of a prior-filed application under 35 U.S.C. 
119(e) or under 35 U.S.C. 120, 121, or 365(c) is acknowledged. Applicant has 
complied with one or more conditions for receiving the benefit of an earlier filing 
date under 35 U.S.C. 365(c). 

3. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 119(a)-(d), 
which papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

4. The examiner has considered the information disclosure statements (IDS) 
submitted on 8 and 14 September and 29 November 2006. 
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Drawings 

5. The drawings are objected to because labeled representations (e.g., labeled 
rectangular boxes) or suitable descriptive legends are required for a proper 
understanding of the drawing in figure 2. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance 
with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should 
include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, 
even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of an 
amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be 
canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, and 
where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the 
renumbering of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the 
filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either 
"Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes 
are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of 
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any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the 
drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.5.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office 
action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a 
patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the 
treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

7. Claims 1, 2 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
USPN. 6,882,904 Bl to Petrie et al. 

As per claim 1, the Petrie et al. reference discloses a system for dispatching 
and controlling of generation of an electric power system consisting of a plurality 
of power units, said system for dispatching and controlling of generation 
comprising a computer (see column 6 lines 14-28, "central control center 150") with 
a specified dispatching optimization module ("optimizes ... most efficient and cost- 
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effective way ... maximizing reliability, maximizing power quality, and/or minimizing 
cost"), said computer ("central control center 150") connected by communications 
means ("communication devices 109, 110, 129 and 139") to the power units 
("distributed generators 103, 123 and 133"), characterized in that in the electric 
power system (see column 5 lines 10-12, "distributed resource management and 
control system") consisting of a plurality of subsystems (see column 8 lines 22-26, 
"power generating stations 202 and 204") each comprising a plurality of power 
plants ("power generating stations 202 and 204") provided with power units 
("distributed generators 103, 123 and 133"), said computer ("central control center 
150") is a higher-layer computer ("central control center 150") and the specified 
dispatching optimization module ("optimizes ... most efficient and cost-effective 
way ... maximizing reliability, maximizing power quality, and/or minimizing cost") is 
designed to determine parameters for an optimal ("optimizes ... most efficient and 
cost-effective way ... maximizing reliability, maximizing power quality, and/or 
minimizing cost") interchange of power ("power") and energy ("energy") between 
subsystems ("distributed generators 103, 123 and 133"), wherein said controlling 
system ("distributed resource management and control system") further comprises 
a plurality of computers (see column 6 lines 54-55, "controllers 107, 108, 127 and 
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137") according to a number of subsystems ("distributed generators 103, 123 and 
133"), said computers ("controllers 107, 108, 127 and 137") being lower-layer 
computers ("controllers 107, 108, 127 and 137") each comprising a specified 
subsystem dispatch optimization module ("optimizes ... most efficient and cost- 
effective way ... maximizing reliability, maximizing power quality, and/or minimizing 
cost") designed to determine parameters for an optimal dispatch (see column 6 
lines 35-41, "optimal run condition") of generation between power plants ("power 
generating stations 202 and 204") within a subsystem ("power generating stations 
202 and 204"), and a unit ("central control center 150, controllers 107, 108, 127 
and 137") for computation of functional characteristics ("optimal run condition") 
for each subsystem ("power generating stations 202 and 204, distributed 
generators 103, 123 and 133"), wherein each lower-layer computer ("controllers 
107, 108, 127 and 137") is connected by lower-layer communications means 
("communication devices 109, 110, 129 and 139") to respective power plants ("power 
generating stations 202 and 204") of respective subsystems ("power generating 
stations 202 and 204"), and said dispatching and controlling system ("distributed 
resource management and control system") also comprises higher-layer 
communications means (see column 8 lines 35-37, "communications network 310"), 
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wherein the lower-layer computers ("controllers 107, 108, 127 and 137") are 
connected to a higher-layer computer ("central control center 150") via the higher- 
layer communications means ("communications network 310"). 

As per claim 2, the Petrie et al. reference discloses the higher-layer 
computer ("central control center 150") is designed to compute driving variables 
for a plurality of subsystems ("power generating stations 202 and 204"), wherein 
said variables for the plurality of subsystems ("power generating stations 202 and 
204") are optimal power flows ("optimizes ... most efficient and cost-effective way 
... maximizing reliability, maximizing power quality, and/or minimizing cost") 
between subsystems ("power generating stations 202 and 204"). 

As per claim 4, the Petrie et al. reference discloses the lower-layer 
communications means ("communication devices 109, 110, 129 and 139") are 
provided as a telephone, digital communications (see column 5 lines 59-62, 
"modem"), satellite or Internet/Intranet communications network. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

8. Claim 3 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations 
of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

The following references are cited to further show the state of the art with 
respect to electrical power generation or distribution systems: 
USPN 7,321,810 B2 to Mansingh et al. 
USPN 5,760,492 to Kanoi et al. 
US Pub. No. 2005/0137959 Al to Yan et al. 
US Pub. No. 2002/0036430 Al to Welches et al. 
JPPN 57-197606 A to KATO et al. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Crystal J. Barnes-Bullock whose telephone 
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number is 571.272.3679. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday- Friday 
alternate Mondays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Albert Decady can be reached on 571.272.2100. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned 
is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to 
the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 
571-272-1000. 



/Crystal J. Barnes-Bullock/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2121 
27 March 2008 



